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On Jan. 6 the Council on Hemispheric Affairs (COHA), a Washington-based private organization,
requested that the State Department dismiss Assistant Secretary of State for Inter-American Affairs
Elliott Abrams. In a written statement COHA said Abrams was committed to the search for a
military rather than negotiated solution to the Central American conflict. State Department officials
did not comment on COHA's request. The Council is an association of religious, labor and other
liberal activists, and publishes newsletters and reports on Latin America. COHA said that on the
first day of its 100th session, Congress has good reason to place Abrams at the top of the list of
persons to undergo careful questioning in investigations of the Iran-contra funding scandal. It is
possible, according to the Council, that Abrams knows more than any other US official about the
private efforts to obtain funds for the contras. COHA claimed little doubt exists about Abrams'
preferences for a solution to the Central American conflict. The assistant secretary rejects any
negotiated solution which leaves the Sandinistas in power in Nicaragua. The COHA statement said
that if any doubts remain about his opinion of Contadora, Abrams dispelled them in an interview
published Jan. 1 in which he said that the process had attained only "illusory treaties." COHA said
the time has arrived to dismiss Abrams and to place US policy toward Latin America in the hands of
a diplomat of greater credibility.
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